Whixall Parish Council Minutes 9th March 2016

Whixall Parish Council

Chairman: Ian Mercer

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 9th March 2016 at

Whixall Social Centre starting at 7:30pm

Present:

Chairman:      I Mercer

Councillors:    J Spenser, D Edgerton, C Platon, S Marlow, B Harris, J Fitton, M Howard

Shropshire Councillors:
Clerk:
           K Hatton

Public:            G Murphy (Chair of Governors to Whixall C.E. Primary School), B Docherty
25/16   Introduction
Cllr Mercer declared the meeting open.

26/16   Public Participation
Cllr Mercer invited BD to address the council.
BD provided the council with an overview of his recent meeting with Canal and River Trust engineers in relation to the leaks from the canal and the flooding. He said that the meeting was largely positive and C&RT talked of their plans to fix some leaks within a 2 to 3 week timescale. However they said that they had no intention of fixing some of the ‘seepage’ leaks. C&RT claim to be monitoring the situation but BD felt that their information was limited. 
There was some discussion about the various factors contributing to the flooding including The Lord Hill Culvert, Allman’s Bridge Culvert and the state of the River Roden.

Cllr Mercer thanked BD.
Cllr Mercer invited GM to address the council.

GM explained his reason for attending- to update the council on the school’s exploration of options to address the falling roll of pupils.

GM provided a summary of the way in which schools are funded and gave examples of predicted falls in numbers due to the demographic of rural areas. GM cited the example of two other rural schools in the area who are working together in order to pool resources.

There are two possible options to explore other than staying as they are: 
1. Federation- working together with another school but remaining local authority maintained.
2. Multi-academy Trust- working together with another school but is maintained by its own governing body and 3 overarching trustees.

Whixall are in discussion with Prees Primary school about collaboration as they see themselves as like-minded and have an existing working relationship.

GM stressed that the ultimate aim was to retain a school in Whixall. He also stressed that they would maintain the identity of the two schools.
Letters to parents informing them of the intention will go out within the coming week.

GM answered questions about the timescale and the general opinion of staff at the school, he said that staff have been positive and the timescale for a definite decision is largely unknown at this stage.
Cllr Mercer thanked GM for the information.

27/16    Apologies for absence 
J Hardiman, P Dee, C Mellings
28/16   Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests
None

29/16   Minutes of the meeting held on 10th February 2016

It was proposed by Cllr Mercer that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting. Seconded by Cllr Spenser and agreed by all present. 

	It was resolved that the minutes of 10th February 2016 be signed by the Chair as an accurate record of the meeting.


30/16   Parish Matters
a) Flooding- Update

Cllr Mercer provided an update on the flooding situation as follows:
-Shropshire Council has served enforcement notices on those riparian owners who are not maintaining their ditches.

- Shropshire Wildlife Trust and Natural England are funding a hydrological survey of the drainage network around the World’s End area in order to better understand where the water comes from/ goes to and the effect of pumping.

-Rainfall data has been provided for the area which indicates a slightly, but not exceptionally, wetter than usual February.
b) Annual Parish Meeting- forward planning

After some discussion about the main focus for the Annual Parish Meeting which is expected to be the presentation of results from the consultation by Shropshire Wildlife Trust to purchase the scrap yard and fields by Morris’ Bridge; It was suggested that without the Moss and the canal it is unlikely there would be a proposal for the site and as such it was proposed, by Cllr Howard, seconded by Cllr Spenser and agreed by all that representatives from Natural England and Canal and River Trust were invited to attend the meeting to hear and comment on the proposals.
Cllr Platon also suggested that representatives from ‘Canal Central’ a tea room and galley supplies centre on the Montgmery Canal at Maesbury Marsh may also be invited.

The Clerk was tasked with speaking to Luke Neal about the resolution.
c) Meres and Mosses LPS- Land purchase and consultation plans
An email from Luke Neal was shared with the council, in summary the main points are as follows:

-The land purchase has still not happened yet.

-The community consultation phase of the development is complete.

-Luke Neal has been chatting with people down at Moss lane by the fields and has consulted with local tourism businesses.

-Luke will be on the canal in Easter (7th and 8th April) to get the views of passing canal tourists.
-Results of consultation will be shared and presented at Annual Parish Meeting in May.
31/16  Planning

-All planning applications and decisions can be tracked on line at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Applications received- to consider response
- Appeal under Section 78 – Ref: 14/05007/OUT- Proposed Residential Development Land North of Bowling Club, Church Lane, Whixall, Shropshire. 
Cllr Mercer proposed the following statement be submitted as representation by Whixall Parish Council on the planning portal, seconded by Cllr Fitton, agreed by all.
Stance: Object
Comment: WPC notes the appeal, stands by its original comments and still objects.
· Noted that there were no further comments to add to following amendments made to planning application 15/04379/FUL – Conversion of redundant church into residential dwelling with associated internal works.
Decisions- to note
- None.
32/16   Clerk’s Report
a) Correspondence- To note 
The following correspondence was noted:
· Returned signed copy of grass cutting contract.

· Election re-charges notice from Shropshire Council

· Commemorative coin (Queen’s 90th birthday)

· Confirmation email from Eve re: booking for Xmas party.
· Letter from bank informing of changes to account.
b) Bowling Club- Peppercorn rent

Cllr Fitton paid the £1 peppercorn rent to the Parish Council on behalf of Whixall Bowling Club. He was issued with the invoice marked as paid.
c) Newsletter- Preparation for contents

Contents of newsletter were discussed- The Clerk agreed to share draft versions before the next meeting.
d) Whitchurch Rural Action Day- Decision on attendance

As nobody available to attend the Clerk was asked to politely decline invitation to the event.
33/16  Financial matters 

a) NSW membership fee- To approve
Following a short discussion it was proposed by Cllr Mercer that the parish membership fee of £25 to North Salop Wheelers was approved for payment, seconded by Cllr Edgerton, agreed by all.
b) Monthly Balance sheet- To note
February’s balance sheet was presented and confirmed as accurate with the current bank statements by Cllr Mercer.         

	  DATE
	       ACCOUNT NAME
	     AMOUNT

	26.02.2016
	       Community Account
	£2,769.18

	
	       Business Saver Account
	£3,921.98

	 TOTAL
	
	£6,691.16


c) Outstanding accounts- To approve

Orders for the payment of money (listed below) as per the financial report of the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) were proposed by Cllr Mercer, seconded by Cllr Spenser and agreed by all present.
	  DATE
	CHEQUE NO.
	           DETAILS
	    AMOUNT                                  

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	09.03.2016
	101080
	K Hatton- Clerk’s wages for February
	£300.30

	
	101081
	Whitchurch Museum and Archives- web site domain name and host fee
	£40.00

	
	101082
	North Salop Wheelers- Parish membership fee
	£25.00

	
	101083
	K Hatton- postage expenses for year
	£16.07

	
	101084
	K Hatton- expenses: ink and paper
	£27.49

	
	
	TOTAL
	£408.86

	It was resolved that the outstanding accounts should be paid and cheques were signed by two authorised councillors.                                          


d) Clerk’s remuneration
The Clerk was asked to leave the room for this item.
It was resolved that the Clerk should proceed 1 point up the approved payscale as set out in her employment contract.
34/16   Highways
a) Referrals to Shropshire Council
No new referrals or highways problems raised.
b) Scheduled works by Shropshire Council

RE: Brownsbrook scheduled road closure: Cllr Harris suggested that a ‘road ahead closed’ sign should go at Dobson’s Bridge, a bit further back than in your diversion plan, in order to successfully divert non school traffic down Rack Lane.  The point was also made that the existing work at Brownsbrook/ Welshend – the stretch that is currently closed, must be open before this work takes place 
35/16   Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Edgerton reported that he had been contacted by one riparian owner re: ditch clearance.
36/16   Consider Future Agenda Items

Annual Parish Meeting Planning, Flooding, financial matters- End of Year Accounts.

The meeting closed at 9:27pm      

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 20th April 2016 at  7.30 pm


Signed by Chair on approval of accuracy on 20/04/16
Page 1

